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Quinte West

BUSINESS CONNECT

Serving Trenton, Frankford, Sidney and Murray Ward

f f As spring settles into Quinte West,
there's a familiar sense of optimism in the
air. Warmer days remind us that growth
starts quietly. - Suzanne Andrews, CEO

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

In business, seasons matter. Winter is often about
training, tightening systems, reviewing strategy, and
getting organized. It's where we prepare. Strong growth
seasons are built during disciplined ones.

Spring is when that preparation turns into action.

It's a season of momentum, collaboration, and renewed
energy across our business community. It's also a season
of growth within the Chamber itself. | look forward to
working with our new Board members who have stepped
forward to serve. Leadership and volunteerism at this
level strengthens the direction and long-term impact of
our organization.

We're also excited to welcome new Chamber staff
members who have joined the team. Their energy and
commitment are already contributing to the momentum
we're building. Behind every event and initiative is a
dedicated staff working hard to create value for our
members. From the Home Show to Monthly Get
Connected networking events, Round Tables, the AGM,
and even our Golf Tournament, which, for many of us,
proves that business strategy doesn't always translate
to a consistent short game.

Spring brings events and connections. It brings
opportunity. | encourage you to lean in, show up,
and make the most of this season. Growth happens
when we participate.

- Jeff McKerracher, President

—— UPCOMING EVENTS ——

AGM & President's Dinner
March 26
Occasions by the Bay, 6-10pm

Get Connected
April 14
BSens CAA Arena, 5-7pm

BoQ Home Show
April 24-26
Trenton Memorial Gardens

Get Connected
May 6
Habitat Restore Trenton, 5-7pm

Home Services Round Table
May 13
QW Chamber, 9:30-11:30am

Chamber Golf Classic
May 29
Timber Ridge Golf Course

www.quintewestchamber.ca | 613-392-7635 | 97 Front St. Trenton, ON
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

JEFF MCKERRACHER
President
A1 Plumbing

EILEEN BROWN
Vice-President
Trenval

NIKKI MEIBOOM
Treasurer
National Car Rental

ANDREW FOTHERGILL
Secretary

Blue Anchor Property
Management

BEV WOODS
Past-President

DIRECTORS

CORY ARMSTRONG
Mystical Distributing

KATIE SHERRATT
Starboard Communications

ALISHA PETSINIS
Envy Prints

SARAH WOLTERS
The Machining Center

BARBARA YEBUGA
Josh's Diner

ALEXIS ROSE
Designs by Alexis Rose

CHRIS SAPSFORD
Whitley Newman
Insurance & Financial

DAVE O'NEIL
City Liaison Councillor
City of Quinte West

STAFF

SUZANNE ANDREWS
CEO

LISA GRILLS
Membership Services

TAETUM ROSEBERRY
Events Coordinator

DANIELA PATANE
Communications

613-398-0599

613-961-7999
ext. 221

613-392-3300

613-406-7368

613-743-5523

613-394-7056

613-966-0955

613-743-3689

613-969-0053

613-394-5905

705-341-9133

613-392-1283

613-392-2841

613-920-4233

613-392-7635

613-392-7635
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Spring Is a Natural Time to Reflect on
Where We Are Heading and To Prepare

As spring settles into Quinte West, there's a familiar sense of optimism in
the air. Warmer days always remind us that growth starts quietly, and this
year, that feeling lines up well with what we're seeing in Ontario’s economy.
While the province is still navigating some uncertainty, especially around
trade, there are steady signs that we're moving in the right direction.

Ontario's real GDP is expected to grow by 1.4% in 2026, holding close to
last year’s pace. Lower interest rates and easing trade pressures are
helping keep things stable. For many businesses, that stability matters
more than anything because it creates room to plan, invest, and make
confident decisions. According to the Ontario Chamber of Commerce,
business confidence in the broader economy sits at 23%, but more
importantly, 52% of businesses feel confident about their own future.
This is a reflection of the determination and creativity we see every day
among entrepreneurs.

Even with U.S. tariffs and uncertainty around the upcoming CUSMA review,
businesses across the province continue to adapt—diversifying suppliers,
rethinking expansion timelines, and managing rising costs with resilience
and innovation. At the same time, household spending and residential
investment continue to support Ontario’s economic stability, helping to
keep the province on steady ground.

We're also encouraged by the province's improving financial position.
Ontario's upgraded credit rating has lowered borrowing costs and made
the province more attractive to investors. That positive shift supports
major infrastructure investment and job creation—opening the door to
opportunities that benefit communities like ours here in Quinte West.

Here at home, we know that growth isn't just about economic indicators.
It's about people—Ilocal businesses that show up every day, innovative
ideas taking root, and the partnerships that strengthen our community.
Spring is a natural time to reflect on where your business is heading,
whether you're preparing for a busy season, launching something new,
or simply nurturing the next stage of your journey.

As the days get brighter, let's carry that spring energy forward.
Here's to renewal, resilience, and shared growth across Quinte West.

— Suzanne Andrews, CEO

We will be holding our Annual General Meeting (AGM) on
March 26 at Occasions by the Bay.

The AGM portion of the evening will begin at approximately
8:15pm after the President's Dinner.

It will include a presentation of the Annual Report, 2025
Review Engagement, appointment of next years accountant
and swearing in of the new board.

If interested in joining just the AGM portion of the evening,
please contact us. 613-392-7635 | events@quintewestchamber.ca
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JOIN US for an exclusive networking event at the

home of the Belleville Senators! Members from

Quinte West, Belleville and PEC Chambers will enjoy

an elevated networking experience showcasing some

of the ways that the businesses of the Bay of Quinte © Py
come together with it's hometown AHL team. ouintewes: (BQgnawsen  haka
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Learn More &
) Get A Quote
Employee Benefits quintewestchamber.ca

Chambers of Commerce Group Insurance Plan® has been protecting
Canadian firms and their employees for over 50 years. But there's
much more to it than fast and easy claim reimbursement! We build
additional value into our Plans for your employees and your business.
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NEW MEMBERS

ARABELLA

RETIREMENT LIVING
Canveet Randhawa

24 Dundas St. W, Belleville
(613) 968-2772
sales@arabellaretirement.ca
www.arabellaretirement.ca
Retirement Residence

BANEK CONTRACTING
Jerry Brown

Trenton, ON

(289) 200-7616
jerry@banekcontractingltd.ca
www.banekcontractingltd.ca
Construction & Home Renovation

BELLEVILLE SIGN
RENTALS

Todd Cole

Belleville, ON

(613) 966-4425
info@bellevillesignrentalsinc.com
www.bellevillesignrentals.com
Signs & Marketing

CHARLTON FINANCIAL
Joe Charlton

Trenton, ON

(613) 955-0055
joe@charltonfinancial.ca
www.charltonfinancial.ca
Financial Services

ENCORE TENTS INC.

Zach Moore

Colborne, ON

(905) 355-2765
rentals@encoretentrentals.com
www.encoretentrentals.com
Events

GIDGET OVSENEK

HOLISTIC WELLNESS
Gidget Ovsenek

Trenton, ON

(905) 259-6398
hello@gidgetovesenek.com
www.gidgetovesenek.com
Health & Wellness

LIBERTY TAX SERVICE
Vincent Tam

39 Dundas St. W, Trenton

(613) 242-7962
libertytax078@outlook.com
www.libertytaxcanada.ca/70003
Tax Services

MAKE SPACE STORAGE
Andrea Intven

416 County Rd 33, Trenton
(613) 392-6402
trenton@makespacestorage.ca
www.makespacestorage.ca
Storage

R. VOUT ELECTRIC

Ryan Vout

273 Sidney St, Trenton

(613) 921-8597
info@voutelectric.com
www.voutelectric.com

Electrical / Const. & Home Renos

TOPPERS PIZZA

150 Front St, Trenton

(613) 394-7171
topperstrenton@gmail.com
www.trentontoppers.ca
Food Services

TRENTON FUEL

AND CONVENIENCE
Amjad Khan

17 Hwy. 33, Trenton

(613) 394-0888
Khanamjad1510@gmail.com
www.trentonfuel.ca

Fuel

SNAP 360 LTD.

Ken Dickson

Belleville, ON

(613) 967-9699

info@snap360.ca

www.snap3650.ca

Marketing, B2B, Web Design/Hosting

WOOLER AND AREA

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION
Bob Lawson

Wooler, Ontario

(343) 574-0175
woolercommunity40@gmail.com
www.woolercommunity.org
Recreation

Your Home. Reimagined.
BANEK CONTRACTING LTD.

Kitchen and bathroom experts
with 30+ years experience.

start with

a FREE BANEK

consultation. D CONTRACTINGLTD.

289.200.7616

banekcontractingltd.com
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Electrical Services

R.VOUT
SESeEv?!ellggEdsamepairs E L E CT R I C

ECRA/ESA LIC. # 7018441

Panel Changes + Sub Panels

New Lighting + LED Pot Lights

EV Charger Installations WH EN ’N D OUBT

Backup Power Systems

Hot TubWiring "cAll VOUTf
) 613.921.8597

CustomHomeWiring
Aluminum Wiring Repairs
Baseboard Heaters
BathroomFans
Commercial Wiring
Outdoor Lighting
Additions +Renovations
Appliance Hookups

voutelectric.com

Trusted & Reliable
Service in Quinte West

FREE ESTIMATES
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